Characteristics of STANAG 6001 Testing 
in Slovakia, Hungary, Austria, Croatia, Slovenia and Czechia
(updated as of 2023-09-19, except for Hungary – updated in 2022)

Tests
	
	Slovakia
	Hungary
	Austria
	Czechia
	Croatia
	Slovenia

	Type of tests  
	L1, single level  
bi-level tests L 1-2 and 2-3

	single level 
	single level
	L1 – single level
bi-level tests L 1-2 and 2-3

	L2-3 bi-level (for candidates who have ALCPT 80+)
	L1 – single level
L2, L3 – bi-level test

	Moderations 
	yes
	Yes
	
	Yes
	yes
	Yes

	Pre-testing
	Yes, on appropriate population, co-operation with Latvia, Estonia, Bulgaria, Czech Republic 
	testers, native speakers, course students, min. 30-40 individuals
	(Yes, if needed. On appropriate population.)
	Yes, on appropriate population (cadets and/ or course students)
	Yes, on participants of language courses, on appropriate population in Slovenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Latvia
	Yes, our groups and cooperation with Croatia

	Listening
	No lab, recording is mostly played once; if it is more difficult (depending on number of tasks tested, level position of the task in the recording) it is played twice; Testing methods: MCQ, CR- short open answers
	In a lab, recordings are played twice, 
3 tasks for  L1; 2 tasks for  L2 and 3 3 u L3 
Testing methods: MCQ,  open answers, filling the gaps 

	Recordings are played once;
25 SCQ (1 out of 3)
15 TF News  – (3 out of 9)

	In a PC lab using ETIS, recordings are played twice, 
 20(L1) /30 (L1-2, 2-3) MCQ  
computer delivered for all tested languages (English, French, German, Russian and Czech)
	In a lab/amphitheatre; recordings are played once;
minimum of 20 items per level; various testing methods (MCQ, short answer questions, multiple matching, sentence completion)
	In a lab,
L1 played twice,
L2, L3 played once,
20 items per level,
various testing methods (MCQ, short answer questions, multiple matching, sentence completion)

	Reading 	
	Testing methods: MCQ, CR- short open answers 
	4 tasks for each level 
Testing methods: MCQ,  open answers, filling the gaps 

	40 SCQ, printed dictionary allowed
paper – pencil 

	In a PC lab using ETIS, 20(L1) /30 (L1-2, 2-3) MCQ, computer delivered for all tested languages (English, French, German, Russian and Czech)
	In a lab/ amphitheatre
minimum of 20 items per level; various testing methods (MCQ, short answer questions, multiple matching, sentence completion)
	Pen and paper,
L1 single level,
L2, L3 bi-level,
20 items per level,
various testing methods (MCQ, short answer questions, multiple matching, sentence completion)

	Speaking 
	- recorded, 
- Face to face
1 interlocutor, 1-2  assessors
	Recorded 
4 tasks for L1 a 2
3 tasks for L3  
Task types: general conversation, military conversation, picture description, role-play, discussion on a given topic, summary and discussion 

	Not recorded
Preparation time with paper – pencil:  
L1+2: 10’
L3: 15’
L1 description + answering questions, 

Monologue:  (1/2) 3-5’
Dialogue: (L1+L2: 1/3; L3 2/4) 

Each level has 2 test tasks 
	Recorded, 2 testers, both acting as interlocutors and assessors 

Candidates tested both face to face (in Brno) or by videoconference (Prague, Hradec Králové etc.)
	Recorded,
1 interlocutor + 1 assessor
Task types: Introduction, picture description, past narration, expressing opinion on a given topic, talking about future expectations and predictions
	Single level
L1 20 min, L2 30 min, L3 45 min,
Task types: introduction, picture description, past narration, expressing opinion on a given topic, role-plays, supported opinion.

	Writing 
	Paper and pencil
L1-2 – 2 tasks
L 2-3  - 2 tasks
2 raters ( in case of disagreement the third rater makes a decision) 
	2 tasks for each level  
Task types: composition on a given topic, essay, message, letter 
	Depends on the level (post card, letter, essay) 
1 hour
printed dictionary allowed
paper – pencil 

	L1-2 – 2 tasks
L 2-3  - 2 tasks
2 raters, in case of disagreement the third senior rater makes a decision
Computers used for testing writing in English. Other languages (French, German, Russian and Czech) testing done with pen and paper
	L2 - 3 tasks: a short note, an e-mail, a report;
L3 – one task: an essay on a given topic
	Single level,
L1 45 min, L2 90 min, L3 120 min
Postcards, friendly letters, memos, formal letters, reports.

	Cut score
	70 % depending on the pre-test 
	60 %
	Listening and reading: 
70% for full level
60% for lower + level 
	Differs  depending on the results of statistical analysis 
	70% full level, 55% + level
	75 %

	Statistics
	jMetric, descriptive statistics 
FV:  30-80%
DI 0.20 – 0.29 – marginal
0.30 – 0.39 acceptable
0.40+ optimum
Alpha min. 0.70, 
Desirable 0.80+
	Tailor-made statistical module, automatically generates statistical analysis 
FV- 30-70%
DI – 0.30 +
90% of test items must meet these requirements 
Cronbach α: 75+
	Excel + another statistical programme 
	ITEMAN
Desirable values:
FV - 0.40 -0.70 
DI - min. 0.30 

	Microsoft Excel, jMetric
L3: FV 30-60%
 DI 0.4 -1
	Microsoft Excel, jMetric
DI: .3 and above

	Test versions
	3 parallel versions of test for level in use

	For each testing session a new version, 
Items can be reused after 2 years  
	Reading and listening: 10 versions 
30 task sheets for speaking   
25 task sheets for writing 
	Currently 3-4 parallel versions of test for each level in use

	Listening and reading tests are usually repeated 2-3 times with minimal changes
	Test versions are compiled from an item bank and new piloted items.

	Plus levels
	0+, 1+, 2+
	No
	yes
	yes, except 0+
	1+, 2+
	yes

	Language of instruction
	Native 
	Target – L2 
	Instructions and distractors in German (English for foreigners)
	Target – L2
	English
	English

	Computer delivery/ assistance 
	no
	
	Computer assistance in progress
	Electronic testing information system (ETIS) used for reading, listening and writing testing (designed by a contractor based on Language Centre requirements)
	
	no

	Distance/ videoconference testing
	no
	
	Yes; oral only
Computer assistance in progress
	Approximately 15% of candidates tested via MS Teams, Standardized conditions
	
	no

	Languages tested according to STANAG 6001 (incl. SLP levels)
	English
	
	· English (1-3[4])
· French (1-4)
· Italian (1-4)
· Spanish (1-4)
· Arabic (1-2)
· Russian (1-3)
· Croatian (1-3)
· Slovenian (1)
· Czech (1-2)
· Slovak (1-2)

	· English (1-3)
· German (1-3)
· Russian (1-3)
· French (1-3)
· Czech (1-4)
	
	English

	Additional languages tested with tests other than STANAG 6001
	
	
	· English ATCO and milPil (ICAO/EASA)
· Pre-testing (ALCPT)
· multi-level placement tests: Czech, Slovak
· Serbian
· Polish
	· -
	
	/





Testers
	
	Slovakia
	Hungary
	Austria
	Czechia
	Croatia
	Slovenia

	No of testers
	Testers: 5

	7 permanent positions:   5 testers a 2 administrators (not language specialists)
40 contracted testers 
10 contacted invigilators 
	18 permanent positions, 32 contracted

	14 occupied positions teachers examine without any extra pay 
	3 full time testers, 1 part time tester, teachers trained as interlocutors and assessors in oral exams (typically 3-4 teachers help per session)
	2

	Required qualifications 
	Master  Degree in English Language, practice in teaching for STANAG 6001
SLP3 
required skills  
	Master  Degree in Teaching Languages + 3-year practice 
	permanent positions: 
M.A./Mag.phil. in Languages or L1 in tested language AND academic degree
additionally for all:
Teachers 
tester training programme/ guided initial testing
	Master  Degree in Teaching Languages + 1-year practice + SLP 3333, attending annual tester training – Accreditation seminar
	Bachelor’s degree in English, min. 3 years of experience in military context
	Master Degree in English

	Tester training 
	LTS
ALTS
MA in testing (Lancaster)
	3 phases
	in review: Theoretical information, observing, member of testing board, certification 
	Yes
	Lancaster training, LTS, ALTS
	LTS, ALTS

	Way and frequency of calibration 
	Regularly 
	Once a year,  speaking skills - online, writing skills – before each assessment 
	During testing days 
	Twice a year minimum 
	Before each testing session
	For every testing session

	No of raters for productive skills 
	2-3
	Speaking:  
L1, 2 – 2 testers
L3 – 3 testers,
independent assessment, consensus 
writing: 
2 raters, independent assessment consensus,  
	Speaking: board of 3
Writing: board of 3 
	2 for speaking 
2 for writing

independent assessment, in case of disagreement the third one makes a decision  
	2
	2

	Double check in scoring receptive skills 
	yes
	Not needed, SW does scoring 
	no
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes






Organization
	
	Slovakia
	Hungary
	Austria
	Czechia
	Croatia
	Slovenia

	Position of testing system in the structure 
	Part of Language Institute 
	Part of University of Public service (Faculty of Military Sciences )
	Part of National Defence Academy 
	Part of University of Defence 
	Part of the Foreign Language Centre at the Croatian Defence Academy
	

	No of testees per year 
	around 600 (STANAG 6001)
+ ALCPT
	662
	1000 SLP +600 ALCPT + 1400 ALCPT in combination with speaking  
	Around 4000
	Cca 350
	

	Frequency of testing 
	6 times a year
	4 times a year 
	Approx. 80 testing days SLP, approx. 80 testing days ALCPT
	Continuously, mostly on daily basis 
	5-6 sessions a year
	

	Validity of certificate 
	Unlimited 
	Unlimited
	3 years /5 years national use (job applications, career courses)
	Unlimited; before a mission abroad the certificate must be renewed, if it is older than 3 years
	3 years
	

	Examination free - paid
	Free 
	Free only for the first trial for cadets and students of courses, otherwise paid 
	Free
	Free
	free
	

	Appeal  procedure
	Yes, in writing
	In  15 days after the exam, paid 
	Yes 
	No pre-scribed procedure for recourse; if a candidate questions the results of the exam, the results are checked again
	Yes
	

	Rules for repetition of the examination

	- if candidates fail 1-2 or more than one skill, they can re-sit the particular failed skill (within six months)
- if they fail more than two skills,  they have to re-sit  the whole exam
	In the next term, paid 
	Possibility to repeat individual skills (3 to 12 month limitation) 
	If the candidate fails in one or two skills, he/she can come for the test of only this skill/ these skills. This can be done within one year.
	If the candidate fails in one skill, he/she can come for the test of only this skill. This can be done within one year.

	

	Feedback from the cands
	Possible on the Internet
	Online questionnaire, only about 10% of cands respond 
	No
	Yes, online questionnaire
	Yes
	

	Success rate
	L1: 80% 
L2: 50%
L3: 30%

	L1 – 67,5% 
L2 – 70% 
L3 – 61,75% 
	Approx. the same for all levels: 
Reading:80 %
Listening:70 %
Speaking:60 %
Writing:40 %
(high rates of success are partly resulted by general language in advance of tests and placements before single level tests)

	SLP 1111: 62 %
SLP 2222: 54 %
SLP 3333: 32 %
	
	



